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Spanish Paradors are Winners 
for Joe and Penny Knowles 
SBTHP Supporters Won Spain Trip at 2007 Fundraiser
by Lynn P. Kirst, Chairman, Vinos, Tapas y Arté 2007				  

When Joe and Penny Knowles of Santa Ynez decided to a�end the Santa 
Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation’s fundraising event Vinos, Tapas y 

Arté in September 2007, li�le did they know how it would change their lives.  
�e sunny a�ernoon grew even brighter when Penny’s name was called as the 
owner of the winning ra�e ticket. �e prize? A week-long trip to Spain, including 
airfare. “I couldn’t believe it when my name was called,” said Penny, who was clearly 
ecstatic over her good fortune.

Penny, who serves as executive director of the Wildling Art Museum in Los 
Olivos, and Joe, an artist of Cherokee descent, had traveled to Spain before. But 
for this adventure they were able to pick from a variety of itineraries o�ered by 
the trip sponsor, Paradors of Tourism, that were a bit o� the usual tourist track. 
�is program of the Spanish government has saved and restored historic buildings 
throughout the country by converting them to elegant lodgings. A parador may 
have originally been built as a convent, palace or castle, so each property is unique 
and features a restaurant on site that specializes in regional cuisine. O�en the 
paradors are tourist a�ractions in and of themselves, elevating the visibility of places 
where they are located. Penny and Joe decided upon an itinerary in Extremadura, a 
region in southwest Spain.

Because of their busy schedules, Penny and Joe weren’t able to enjoy their trip until 
September, 2008 – exactly a year a�er winning the ra�e. �ey �ew to Madrid but 
immediately continued on to Seville, which was the only city where they stayed in a 
regular hotel rather than a parador. On their one full day in the beautiful Andalusian 
city, they visited the elaborate Alcázar Gardens and enjoyed a carriage ride through 
Maria Luisa Park.

Once leaving Seville, Penny and Joe began their parador adventure in Zafra, where 
the main church, Nuestra Señora del Candelaria, features an altarpiece painted by 
Zúrbaran. �eir parador, alternatively called Hotel Duque de Feria or Parador Hernán 
Cortéz, was originally a private castle on which construction started in 1437.  
Nine ba�lement towers guard what once served as the residence of the 
distinguished Figueroa family, dukes of Feria and grandees of Spain. �e Knowleses 
added their names to a roster of illustrious guests who have stayed at the castle over 
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Membership
Help Make History!

Join/renew, or give the gift of membership online at www.sbthp.org, 
or complete this form and return to:

Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation (SBTHP)
123 East Canon Perdido Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

(805) 965-0093 • FAX (805) 568-1999 • www.sbthp.org

If you care about history and value our heritage, there is a place for you at the 
Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation.  
Join or renew your tax-deductible membership today and enjoy a year of these 
benefits and much more...

☐ Student $15 Fully tax-deductible	
All basic benefits for one student w/ID.

☐ Nonprofit Org. $40 Fully tax-deductible	
All basic benefits for one certified nonprofit 
organization.

☐ Individual $40 Fully tax-deductible		   
All basic benefits for one named adult.

☐ Dual $50 Fully tax-deductible		
All basic benefits for two named adults.

☐ Preservationist $100 Fully tax-deductible 
All Dual benefits+ 
• 1yr subscription to Sunset Magazine 
• Recognition in the Annual Report. 
• 1 Gift Membership (Individual).

☐ Historian $250 $225 tax-deductible	  
All Preservationist benefits+ 
• Invitations to private receptions with behind-the-
scenes activities & programming.

☐ Founder $500 $450 tax-deductible	  
All Historian benefits+ 
• A special museum store gift. 
• Invitation to annual Founder Reception held in the 
historic Ranchero Room at El Paseo.

☐ Pearl Chase $1,000 $925 tax-deductible   
All Founder benefits+ 
• Invitation for two to enjoy an extraordinary evening 
of fine wine, food and conversation as you dine 
by candlelight at one of our historic sites (offered 
annually). 
• Personal assistance scheduling docent-led tours 
for you and your guests.

Member Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss/Dr)________________________________________________________

Second Name (if applicable)______________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________City_________________State______Zip____________

Phone __________________________________Email________________________________________  

[  ] MasterCard	 [  ] Visa		  OR	 [  ] Check (Payable to SBTHP)

Acct #______________________________________________Exp. Date__________________________ 

Name on Card___________________________________ Signature______________________________

This membership is:	  	 [  ] New 	  [  ] Gift	 [  ] Renewal




