DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY

Title: Cesario Lataillade Papers

Collection Number: MS-14

Creator: Lataillade, Cesario

Size of Collection: 1 folder ; 4 items

Abstract: Correspondence and a legal opinion prepared for Cesario Eugene Lataillade regarding
the ownership of properties formerly owned by his father Cesario Lataillade and his mother
Antonia Maria Lataillade and properties jointly owned by Lataillade and his business partner
Gaspar Orefia.

Location: For information regarding the use of these materials, please consult the librarian.

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATON

Acquisition Information: Gift of Catherine Lataillade, 2002

Access Restrictions: Collection is open for research

Use Restrictions: All requests for permission to publish or quote from manuscripts must be
submitted in writing to the Director of Historic Resources. Permission for publication is given
on behalf of the Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation Research Center as the owner of
the physical items and is not intended to include or imply permission of the copyright holder,
which must also be obtained by the reader.

Preferred Citation: Cesario Lataillade Papers, MS-14, Presidio Research Center, Santa Barbara
Trust for Historic Preservation.

Processing Information: Arrangement and description by Research Center and Trust staff.

HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Cesario A. Lataillade was a French counsel who arrived in Santa Barbara in 1841. At age 22 he
was a merchant involved in the hide and tallow trade along the coasts of North and South
America and was purser aboard the brig Chato. He married Antonia Maria de la Guerra, the
fourth daughter of Jose de la Guerra, in 1845 and eventually accumulated at least three large
rancho properties in the area, Ranchos Cuyama, Zaca (Saca), and Corral de Cuati (Quati). Their
children were Maria Antonia, born in 1846 and Cesario Eugene, born in 1849. After the death of
Lataillade in 1849 Antonia married her cousin Gaspar Orefia in 1854 and they had nine children.
Orefa acquired Ranchos La Espada and San Julian from the De la Guerras in 1864, as partial
payment for money owed him by the De la Guerra siblings. He held on to them until 1867 when
he sold them to Thomas Dibblee.



SCOPE AND CONTENT
The collection consists of correspondence and a legal opinion prepared for Cesario
Eugene Lataillade regarding the ownership of properties formerly owned by his father Cesario

Lataillade and his mother Antonia Maria Lataillade and properties jointly owned by Lataillade
and his business partner Gaspar Orefia.
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CONTAINER LIST
1. Typescript, no date, opinion of Judge Sepulveda about the property ownership rights of the

Lataillade children. (3 pages).

2. Typescript, January 28, 1886, R.B. Canfield to C.E. Lataillade regarding the property
ownership rights of Lataillade over contested real estate left by his father (1 page).

3. Manuscript, no date. Statement describing Orefia’s role in the Lataillade ranch business and
the contributions Orefia made to the welfare of the Lataillade children. (2 pages).

4. Envelope with description of above contents.



